LECTURE NOTES--DEFINING A GREAT PRESIDENT

I.
The Factors Which Influence a Great Presidency 


A.
(#5 Reason) Quality of Appointments--Great presidents put great 

people around them. Great Presidents appoint capable and skilled people, 
putting flawed people in positions of power (Ohio Gang) is done by the 
failures. 

B.
(#4 Reason) Political Skill--Great presidents are able to massage and 
persuade the three audiences which all presidents must please--the 
movers and shakers inside the Beltway, the politicians and activists in the 
field, as well as the general public.

C.
(#3 Reason)  Leadership Qualities--Great presidents seek to do more 
than maintain the status quo or move the ball forward incrementally. The 
Greats attempt to change the governmental landscape forever, and enact 
sweeping reforms and changes. 
D.
(#2 Reason)  Character and Integrity--The Great presidents strive to moral standards greater than their own. The perception of cleanliness must be a reality. But this is not just about scandal--it is about the intentions 
with which they seek office. There must be a sense that he is seeking history, not just reelection. They also do right, even if the consequences are dire. 

E.
(#1 Reason)  Crisis Management--It is sad to say, but it is true...there 
are essentially no great presidents that did not have to guide the nation 
through a crisis. Whether the crisis is foreign (Woodrow Wilson), domestic 
(Abe Lincoln), economic (FDR) or social (LBJ), this is paramount.

II.
Who Are Considered Great Presidents?

A.
Generally speaking, the old-school presidents have earned higher marks than their newer colleagues. The only 20th century presidents who make the grade are FDR (who faced down both economic crisis and war, and also made some of the greatest Cabinet appointments in US History), TR,  and Woodrow Wilson. At the "near great" category is a few more 20th century presidents, including Truman, Eisenhower, and LBJ. Reagan, Clinton, and Bush rate out as average, while Carter and Ford earn slightly lower marks. 

B.
The reason for this is simple--the early presidents had a much 
greater variety of challenges, since the nation was in its infancy.

